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Beloved Orientalism in Tunisia: National Reproduction of Orienta-
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Abstract:

This paper reveals a clear pattern in the crisis of the 19th century, pre-colonial, where the

elite of the Tunisian country was urged and even forced to resort to Orientalist narratives in
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an attempt to save what could be saved, especially with regards to the colonial obsession.
The second phase began when the colonization of Tunisia officially started, where the repro-
duction of Orientalist narratives was linked not to the interest and protection of Tunisia, but
rather to the construction of interest networks that became a necessity tied to the colonial

administration.

Abd al-Rahman Somar did not hide his bias and excessive admiration for the French civ-
ilization, especially Paris, which he believed was the «capital of the world» and the origin of
«democracy». For this reason, during the 19th century and the colonial period, a part of the

Tunisian elite adopted a particular style to reproduce Orientalist narratives.
Keywords:

Tunisia, Colonial period, Orientalism, Orientalist narratives.
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Abstract:

The Islamic Orient, in the third and fourth centuries AH (ninth and tenth centuries AD), was
characterized by a large number of military events, as it consisted of semi-independent, scat-
tered emirates that were in conflict with each other. The Samanids were among those emirates
that sought to employ trained soldiers and armies to achieve strategic objectives in spreading
and consolidating Islam in some areas of pagan Transoxiana during this era. The military re-
gime was the basis on which the Samanids relied to achieve their political objectives. They
formed broad relations with neighbouring emirates and forces, as well as the Abbasid state,
which enabled them to seize vast lands and properties in the Islamic East. This necessitated the
presence of a large, strong, and permanent army that used various weapons and techniques
in combat to achieve its objectives of control, expansion, and self-defence against external

forces.

The study includes an introduction, four investigatory queries, and a conclusion presenting
the research results. The introduction reviews the stages of the establishment of the Samanid
Emirate, while the first investigatory query is devoted to the elements of the Samanid army.
The second investigatory query deals with the sections and types of this army, while the third
investigatory query focuses on the military systems of this army. The fourth and final investi-

gatory query discusses the Diwan of the soldiers in the Samanid Emirate.
Keywords:
Weapons, army, knights, infantry, swords, spears.
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